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}This could be a problem for various reasons

- False qualifications

- Reduced reputation of higher education

- Impact on the labour market

- Impacts on public health and safety



}Curtis and Clare, 2017*

}Aggregate 3.5% from 5 studies

}62.5% repeat behaviours

*Curtis, G. and Clare, J. (2017) ôHow Prevalent is Contract Cheating and to What Extent are Students Repeat 
Offendersõ Journal of Academic Ethics (15) pp115- 124



https//cheatingandassessment.edu.au

}OLT project looking 
at cheating 
behaviours

}Not all specifically 
contract cheating





}Global Essay Mills Survey

}International research collaboration between 
The University of Canberra, Australia and 
Mendel University, Brno, Czechia

}Surveying students on their study behaviours, 
use of essay mills, beliefs surrounding 
legality and other studentsõ use of the sites



} Project manager
Rebecca Awdry (University of Canberra)

} Project coordinators
Rebecca Awdry (University of Canberra) rebecca.awdry@canberra.edu.au
Veronika Králíková (Mendel University in Brno) v.kralikova@post.cz

} Team members
Jana Dannhoferová (Mendel University) jana.dannhoferova@gmail.com
Dita Dlabolová (Mendel University) dita.dlabolova@mendelu.cz
Tom§Ġ Foltħnek (Mendel University) foltynek@pef.mendelu.cz
Bob Ives (University of Nevada, Reno) rives@unr.edu
David Rettinger (University of Mary Washington) dretting@umw.edu
Sonja Bjelobaba (University of Gothenburg) sonja.bjelobaba@gu.se

mailto:rebecca.awdry@canberra.edu.au
mailto:v.kralikova@post.cz
mailto:jana.dannhoferova@gmail.com
mailto:dita.dlabolova@mendelu.cz
mailto:foltynek@pef.mendelu.cz
mailto:rives@unr.edu
mailto:dretting@umw.edu
mailto:sonja.bjelobaba@gu.se


}Undertake the widest (in relation to 
distribution) and biggest (in relation to 
participant numbers) study on essay mills

}Be the first global research project to 
consider the issue, allowing for relatable data 
from different countries

}Understand the global prevalence of the use 
of essay mills
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